Mercury, he says, is a decided stimulant of the nervous system, and, through this, of the sanguiferous system. When it has been swallowed, it produces its peculiar irritation on the stomach and intestines, and afterwards probably passes off somewhat altered in its chemical nature; for, after the use of calomel and crude mercury, matter resembling the grey oxide has been several times found in the stools and in the intestines.
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? " A small quantity of mercury gently excites the salivary and absorbent organs, and promotes the functions of the viscera without any disturbance of the constitution. But, when it is continued so as to affect the body generally, it produces an increased action of the heart and arteries, a furred tongue; and, according to the vigour or feebleness of the patient, irritative fever, an increase or depression of the spirits, and generally, along with one or more of these symptoms, irritation in the mouth, and an increase of the saliva, urine, perspiration, bile, and other secretions, through the excitement it produces on the respective organs. When a sufficient quantity has been employed, it produces a general excitement of the sympathetic, and through this of the viscera."
Mr. Swan states that, independently of its specific influence, the inflammation it excites quickly tends to ulceration.
" As mercury acts so decidedly on the sympathetic nerve, it can be readily understood how the intestines and the rest of the abdominal viscera are influenced, and the heart and arteries, and how it excites the action of the salivary 
